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Exhibiting the Reaſons why the Confederates ought t0 refuſ? 
the Peace, which is now offered to themby France. 


Done out of French, 
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TW T was abont this time Twelvemonth that I wrote concerning the Peace which the 
Frerich King did then offer to the Allies. You know the Reafons which T then 


* M brought rodemonſtrare the danger of accepting the fame, iz. That the Deſign of 


that Crown was firit to bredk- the Union among{t rhe Princes, who had Þeagu'd 
themſelves again{t France for their own Preſervation ; and then to accompliſh rhe entire 
ruine of all the States in Chriſtendom, And now that at preſent the French King infifts 
more 'than ever upon demanding a Peace, which he could never obtain ſince the prefent 

War ; which I hope never ſhall, upon any orher Conditions, than thoſe of the Treaties 
of Mrnnfter, and the Pyrenees. I find my ſelf obliged to entertain you again with-this 
Sulyect, and to diſcover the Faral Snare which the French King lays for us. 

I ſhall not rrouble you, Sr, with the Reafons rhar T formerly'hinted, for T have 
Dthers of greater Weight to Commuinicate, which will effeCtually prove that the Dif- 
honourable Peace which the French King does now offer, is -not a Real Peace, and 
that if the ſame be accopred, it will certainly vue in the Raine of this Srare, the -Em- 
perour, Princes of the Empire,” and other Soveraigns ; and in a'word, will Terminate in 
the Deſolation of Clyiftendom and the S$/averyof all Exrope; 

To fer this Truth in its full Light, we mu{t confider in the firit place, what i is thar 
the French King propoſed ro hinifelf by Attacking Ins Neighbours unjuſtly, andthe 
pernicious Method which he made uſe of for that end, And in. the next phce, Let us 
conſider the Mottves which prevail'd withthe Confederates, to enter mto-ſuch a {trick 
Alliance againſt France : And.then let's Examine whether thoſe -Morives have not 
the fanje Reafon row which they had then, both asnto- rhe one and the other, that 1s 10 
ſay, wherher the French King ba \ 
the Allies have as yet pur him out of a Condition to diiturb the Repoſe of Errope; or 
Re-atrempr the breach of Treaties. ' Es 3503-3 

-As'ro-the Frfi, It is evident rhat- the Ultimate end of all the French Deſighs is the. Uni- 
verſal Monatchy to which their boundteſs Ambirion hath made. them aſpire now for 
ſome time : This needs no proof, the matrer ſpeaks of it (elf, and every body 1: fully 
convinced ofir ; Only we ſtall obſerve here, rhat this great Project was forma's, during 
the Minifiry of Cardinal Richlier, and we ſhall now take a ſhort-view of all the infa- 
mous Merhods-which have beet! made ufe of by the French, -to accompliſh their-deſiga 
trom that time to this very day. Nath TW=3.; 

| Ir was then thet famdus Mimai'terwho (while he applyed himſelf rg weaken the Houſe 
of Auftria, by the blvody Wars which he induſtrionily fomented in the Empwe) did 
lay the Found:#ion of this Important Deſign , by the taking of Rochele and other-places 
then Poſſeſied by the” Proteſtants. After the Death of this Cardinal, Mazarin. his. Sac-. 
cetſor carried on the Deſign, by depriving the People of their Liberty, the Parizzinent 
of their Rights and Privitedges, and the Nobility and Gentry of their Credit ani Ai 
thoritys The French King-by this means being rais'd above the Law, he became Ab 
ſolute Matter of the Lives and Eſtites of all his Subjects, fo that withour any Obſtacle 
he impoſed: What Taxes he pleaſed upon them, and rendred himſelf Maſterof va!t-Samzs, 
which he hath implbyed tince in the Execution of = Ambitions Deſigns, ©. - . 


th chang'd his Conduit and Deſigns 2 And whether | 
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| All Lerts and Impediments being removed out of the way at Home, his lyafineſs was 
| not ty ſurmount. the Difficulties from abroad, and ro compaſs higdefign, be found.it ne- - 
ceffary to divide thoſe . Poteatares whom he intended to ſubdue, and to bring ſome of 
them over to his ſide, while he ſhould ſwallow up others : Parr of this he did effectuate 
by his Ler$-d%ors, and the ret he brought about by his. Unfairhfulneſs, Cunning and 
Freachery ; bur let us particularly take a view of the Operation, which theſe difterenr 
eds fove had ſince the Coronation of Charles II. King of England. That Prince 
was hardly well feared on his Throne, when France prevaitd with him to make War 
againſt Hclland, with a deſign not only to weaken the Dutch, bur alſo the Eng/:/h. 
This War was followed by that berwixrthe French and Sparnard, the Former taking 3» 
way many places from the Latter in the Necherlands, under the unyjuit pretence of the 
ueen of Frances Right of Succeſtion. a | 
Thoſe Troubles were no ſooner appeas'd by the Metiation of other Potentates, and e- 
ipecially thar of the Srates General 5 when the French Kings Ambition rais'd up new 
ones, by the Rupcure of the Treaty of 4ix La Chapelle, and the War of 1572. «It was 
chiefly upon the D1tch that France had 2n evil Eye ; looking upon them as the greateſt 
Obſtacle of their unjuit defigns, an4 having Sworn their Raine: The Frenco K.. was for 
dexterovs to bring over the K. Eng/and and the Biſhop: of Munſter ro Ins Party, after 
he had Corrupted by his Gold, thoſe who- were- in chef truit im Fand, and found 
powerful Factions agaiaſt the Fannly of Orange. The Hellanders weve at thar rims ſe- 
cure; repoſing themſelvesupon the Public's Faith of rhe Treaty, and were wholly raken 
up with their Commerce, when on a ſud:len rhaſe Three Powers did fall in upon them: 
andwithour the particular Afiſtance of Heav'n they had been intal!ibly ruine:. Bur ſeen z 
you know what were the Conſequences ofthar danzerougWar; ir's needleſs ro repeat them : 
only Eſhall obſerve that ir was the Cauſe of the: Prince of Oranges beimg Reftored to rho 
Dignity of his Ancefiors againit the-mind of rhe French King. who! would have had tam 
brought under, , and thar this happy Reforation was alſothe ſafety of rhe State. And here 
T cannot omit to make you ſenſible of the great miitake which the Dutch made, rhey- 
knew the #1} dafiga' which: France had upon them, an had juft ſmarred un.ler rhe Effects 
of it, rhey were-not ignorant of the French Kings. Unfairhfulnefs, his Tricks, and his 
Cabals. Yet, neverthelefs tho' they were: bur jutt delivered fromthe. Brink of Ruine, by 
the Valour andSzfe Conduct of the: Prince ; they were cheared with falſe appearances 
-and clapt up a Peace again't the- Mind of: their Illuftrivus Sradboider, whovery well. 
forefaw the Conſequences of, ir, andthar' alſo ar ſich a rime when the French had a- 
bandoned all the places which they-had raken from rhem, and when they found them- 
felves ſupported by their Alzes,and accordingly they found cauſe to Repeat, for ſcarcely 
was that unhappy Peace concluded when it was violated by France, who immediately. 
, fl uporr the Spaniſh Netherlands, and the Palatinar, with all: manner of Injuſtice, 
Violence, Depredations, Military Executions; by Fire and all: forrs of Crueltys: Then: 
they Eltablicht'Soveraign Chainbers, or -Courrs' at Metz ,, whereby the Prince and 
ether Members of the Empire were Summond and Deſpoil'd of their Territories and So- 
veraipnty, under the Pretext of Dependancies had Re-unions:Complaints hereof were made: 
bur to no purpoſe, and then Conferences were held ro: Regulate Differences, rowhich 
Wed in Converting the Peace into a 20 Tears Truce. Which tho it left the' French in. 
PoſſeTion-of: Stra5hurg- and many other places which they had made themaſelves:Malter 
of in time of profound Peace : Yer it did not itop. the Career. of thetr. Vioknee and Utur-. 
tions -; but on the contrary, it: highrned rhem , until, in. fine, they intirely ruin'd. 
cir. own Proteſtants, and by the ſecret League which the French King made with King 
Fames, put himſelf in a Condition to. bring England under his Yoke ; amd Immerſe the 
Uanied. Provinces ma Irrecoverable -Ruine. Bur: the Prince of Orange was the Glorious . 
Inttrmnent whom 'God made uſe of on this occafion ro Ward off: the-fatal blow, and it 
28. ro his Prudence and Valour that the Eng/zſbowe- their Liberty, and his Elevation to the - 
Brietiſh Throne, did. ag. effeCtually. ſave Holand then, as his Reſtoration ro the. Office of 
Sradholder did deliver. that Regublick before, . | | After. 
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_ Afﬀeer this deduction of the infamous Method by which the French King ſubjected 
the Princes and States of Europe ; it is to conceive the Reaſons which ob!iged rhoſe 
Powers to unite themſelves in ſuch a great and mighty League againit that Crown. 
It was not meerly for their own Defence, and tv prevent their being forthwith ehſlaved ; 
nor was it to lay down Arms as ſoon as France ſhould propoſe a'Peace and nromiſe xo 
obſerve rhe ſime, fince Experience may teach them thar ſhe makes no ſcrauple of break- 
ing her Word and Oath ; bur rhe Cauſe of their League was to reffore Europe to its 
former Tranquillity, by reducing France to ſuch a Condirion, as to render her uncapa- 
bie of troubling their Quier any more. Orherwife what profit ſtould they have by 
this Alliance. What fruut ſhould they reap of all the Care they have taken, all the trou- 
ble which they have been ar, and the vaſt Treaſures which they have expended 2 Can 
Perſons of the loweſt degree of Senſe be guilry of ſuch a piece: of Conduct ; and don't 
we know that to begin a Work and nor bring; 1t to Perfection, 13 the way ro loſe all our 
Eabour 2 Ir is certam. then that rhe Allies jro-205'd ro themſelves rhe continuance of the 
War uaril ſuch time as France ſhould give folid Proof of her Converſion, by a fairhful 
Reftiturion of all thar ſhe has uſurp'd tince the Peace of Munſter, and the Treaty of the 
Pyrenees, or be compelled rhereunto by an indiſpentible Nece:Jiry. Thoſe were the true 
Mortives which prevail'd with the Allies ro unite for their own Preſervation : Then let us 
ſee whether the Reaſons of. them be. ceaſed, and if the Peace now offer'd by France can 
reftore the Peace of Europe, and fecure it againſt rhe horrible Artempts of that Ambiti- 
ous Crown: 

For as to what concerns the French Kings Deſigns, We need do no more but examine 
his Conduct, -and we ſhall quickly tind thar they are ſtill rhe. fame ; The Ma.!er-piece of 
lus Politicks is to re-eliablith his Aﬀairs. by Treaties of Peace, which he can break when 
he pleaſes. Did he not impudently viokite that of 4:x la Chappeiſe, that of Nimeruen, 
and the Twenty Years Truce, and who can he Guarantee, rhat he will nor alfo break thir 
Which he:now offers, if we be ſo imprudent as to acceptir; Can we truit his Word ? 
Can- we rely upon hjs Oath or his Fidelity ? Does not Experience convince us, that he 
avowedly breaks the mot facred Ties. that he mocks at all Laws Humane and Divine, 
and thathe defpifes Religion, and pro,;hanes our Altirs? Can Chrillian Princes put Coni- 
dence in a Crown which hath made an Alliance with rhe Turk, folicited rhe Sworn Enemy 
of Chriſtendom, | to Ereak the Truce with the Emperor ; and hath fince furnitked the Inn- 
dels with Men and 'Mony to carry on their unjuſt Enterprizes.? 

\ Lerusonce, at leaſt, learn to be wiſe at our own Cott. We found that the Peace of 
Nimezuen ſet Europe upon the krink of Dettruction, unto which the muſt have undoub- 
redly fallen, had nor Heaven ir ſelf prevented ir. In effect, hal it not been for the 
Wonderful Revolution in Eng/ard, that Kingdom had been ere now at the Devotion of 
France, and Holland loit beyond recovery ; and feeing it was fo, I leave it to thoſe who 
have nothing left them bur the very ſhadow of Reaſon ro judge. what would hive heen the 
Deſtiny of the other Princes and States of Europe 3: and if France concluded the Peice ..c 
Nimeguen, that ſhe might the more aſſuredly eftectual the Deitruction of all the Poren- 
rates of Enrope.. It is certain, that her deſign in offering Peace now, 1s only to-accom:- 
plith it with the-more Facility. This is evideat from her Maxims and Conduct. We: 
cannot fay that ſhe hath fincerely 'reſolv'd to change them, ſeeing ike menrions norhing; 
of Reltitutiqn, at leaſt, of that which ſhe is obliged ro make, bur deligns to maintain her 
ſelf in a Condition to renue her IhfraCtions when ihe- pleaſes, or rather when the hath 
made. bp the. great Expence of her Men and Mony, which her prodigious Efforts have. 
engag'd hor in. , ; | : 

+ ſuppoſe-that Fr.mce means honeiily ar this time, mult we grant Peace as ſoon as 
ſhe demands it; and muit-ſhe nor give Satisfaction io thote Powers upon Whom the hai h 
dac'd ro commit the moit cxuel and difgraceful: Outrages - She hath treired them all 
with an unſupportable Pride. The Pope harh felt the Effeets of it as well as others, hs 
quality of Head of the Church not being ſufficient ro guard him ag.in't rhe Inſulrs of, 
Erarice: The Emperor and K. of Spain, the Pruces aud Stites of the Empire and 17.:;y, 
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23 we!l as Englund and Holland have received Aﬀronts from France which cannot be forgotten. 


Not to inti/t on it, that in Ffuftice ſhe ought to pay all the Charges of that Vexatious War; in. 


which ihe hath engaged the Confederates. Hath ſhe nor rreated Soveraignty it {elt, with the 
utmolt diſdain ; what Infolence can be named that is not to be found in the Devices and Inſerip- 
$2295 which areto be feen at Paris, and what Indignity is there with which ſhe hath not Treated, 
the Dutch tarhe Inſcription upon the Gate of Sr. Denis. Thoſe People who are the Princi 
object or the hatred and malice of France are particulary concerned to.prevent the Peace, being 
eblized co oppoſe it for their own ſafery, ſeeing rhey mutt unavoidably be the firſt who fall un- 
der the French Tyranny, after the diflutution. of the Contederacy by this Peace, and then what 
will become of their Religion, Liberty and Trade, ſh*ant they be brought under an Ignominious 
Slavery deprived of the Liberty of their Conicienccs, and Subjected to a Tyranny, ' beyond alli 
that ever was heard of; and can only be repreſented by that which the French Proteſt ants and 
New Converts did, and do groan under, being'Slavery, Barbarouns,that it hath been condemned 
by 2 Pope, as itis at this day by all men of honeſty, either Papifts or Proteſtants. 
' Tr is evident by theſe rea{ons which I have alledged, that the French King hath neither chang*d 
His delign nor conduct, and that the Peace which he ofters to the A/lres, rs only to deceive them 
aiter he hath divided them, and to deſtroy them one atrer another ; but wherher he'be in Con- 
dition ro dothis, or whether the Allies have rendred himincapable of renewing his Infractions, 
iS that which we are now to Examine, to compare then the French King now with what he was, 
when he broke the Treatys of Aix {z Ghapelle and Nimegzen ; He is much Stronger in one rc- 
ſpect, and weaker in another. He is much ſtronger becauſe he hath extended his Conquelts 
41nce, and rendred himfclt Maſter of many ſtrong pkces, both in Flanders and Germany, but he 
is much weaker becauſe of the Extream Miſery which reigns throughout his Kingdom, and the 
Confumprion of his Treaſures. If the 41lzes accept the Peace, they rk hitherto done nothing, 
and France will remain more Powertul than ever. If on the Contrary they continue the War, 
they will have the ſatisfaction to ſee France fall under its own weight, We mutt then conclude, 
that in reſpect of the tirilt, the rench King initead of being humbled, will reap great Advantage, 
and that i reſpect of the Second, he is in ſnch Circumftances that we may juitly. hope to ſec 
him fall ofa ſudden. He knows this well enough, and being ſenfible that he will gain all by a 
Peace, and on the contrary luſe all by the Contuwation of the War : We muſt not wonder if he 
tuzke ſuch pretling Inftances toobrain the Former, and Ward off the Latter. This is the Mo- 
tive which obliges him to make ſuch Prodigious Eforts to draw the Allres into Peace, which will 
be as prejudicial ro them 25 advantagious to him. But what Method ſhall we take, fay ſome, ts 
oppoſe the French Torrent. That Crown has every dry new advantages, and we the misfortune 
of con{rerable aſſes, if that continue, France will ftiil be ;n1 a condition io preſcribe Laws tows, and 
we ſhall at laſt be eoniſtrained to receive Peace on much harder terms than thoſe which are now 
offered. This way of Reaſoning is a meer Ililuſion. Afﬀairs arenot io deſperate, nor is it fo dith- 
{alt toput a ſtop to the Progrefs of France. That Crown” hath carried tome Places of ftrengrh, 
2nd occationed us {orne Liefles at Sea this year, it is true; but the French King hath exhauſted him< 
{elf tor thar' end, and heis no more in a Condition to continue the V Var wath thar ſame Vigour. 
V Vhercas on the contrary the Allies, who have almoſt made no Efforts, are till poſlefied of Ref- 
{purces,whereof France has none. So that that there wants nothing but a goud-will to obtain what 
we defire, and if every one do their part, we ſhall ſee ſach Armies on foot next year, as will 
tOrce our great Encmy to avandon his prize, In tine, there are —_ two things to chufe, v7z. 
Slavery or Liberty, it wemake Peace, we cannot clcape falling into the one, and if we c@ntinue 
the War viith Vigor, vve ſhall infallibly preſerve the orher. FRE | 

Shall we who are Duxch-men, loſe bs a Cowardly Imprudence that dear Liberty whichgqur 
Fathers purchas'd by ſhedding their Blood with 10 much Genezolity, which the Princes ot 
Orange procur'd us by an admirable Valour ; and which the King of Great Britain. the wor- 
thy Repreſintative of that TWuſtrious Family, Qefends ſtill, by expoſing his Sacred Perſon ro 
che greateſt of Dangers. Itis by his wife Conduct and fingular wytens, Pm we have been 
:2ny times deliverd/ from the brink of Deſtruction ; Let's. not rhea be ſo void of Senſe as 
76 put our ſelves again in danger, of falling into it withont hopes of Retrieve.  Ler's Back 
"is Majcliy's good Intentions, who always gave. us wiſe Countcls. Let's Generovlly empioy 
our Ritates, our Perſons, and our Lives for the preſervation of our Religion, our Libert , our. 
Wives and our Children. - VVe have no occaſion to doubr of Food Sreeefs, provided thar we 
#covit our {Ulves as we ought. Our Cauſe is Joft. and that ot our Enemy every Way Impi- 
viz, Soon or Lat, Heaven will humble his Pride, aud: we ſhall enjoy the advantage and Sa- 
nition of having, by God's alliftance, defended that  wiych is moit dear, and which we 
byuid never abandon but with our Lives. : | 
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Theſe Sir, arc the Reaſons which I liad to Communjate tp m2ke it evident that a Peace 

emilh 2506s be Fatal to us, I way perhaps enlarge upon thetn when occation offers, and alſo 

zargith you with new ones. In the wean time Yan, | 
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